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CLINICS. } mediately succeeded with six, eight, or nine 
ane : seconds of absolute repose of the chest, dur- 
Clinical Lecture on the diagnosis of NMe- ing which the child does not breathe. This 
ningitis, and on the pathology of Chronic ‘interruption of the respiration, which I have 
Hyirocephalus, delivered at Hopital Neckar. } observed to last fifty-seven seconds in one 
By Prof. T'RoussEAU. ‘ease, occurs only in meningitis. ‘The state 
We will now turn to the consideration of }of the pulse in most diseases is always in 
«me important points of the diagnosis of} harmony with the respiration, the pulse 
neningitis in children. Let us begin by : generally being in acute disorders four times 
narrating rapidly the cases of two little pa- jas frequent as the respiration, so that by 
‘ents at present in our wards. One, aged counting the one, you may, in most in- 
lie years, admitted on Sunday, had been stances, form an accurate estimate of the 
previously perfectly healthy, and up to Satur- | other; not so in meningitis. In one child I 
cay last had presented no sign whatever of; counted only three inspirations in one mi- 
tess, On Saturday evening he was sud- ; nute, and yet the pulse beat 200 times. In 
‘enly attacked with convulsions, and sank ; the infant who is at present under observa- 
“0a state of stupor. Was this stupor to ; tion, the pulse marks 214. This ataxic state 
¢ referred to meningitis or to idiopathic ‘of the functions in meningitis is truly re- 
convulsions? No spontaneous vomiting had ‘markable. You will also notice that, al- 
‘axen place. The pressure of the finger : though this child has taken no food for three 
produced, however, very readily persisting ‘ days, still he has not fallen away, 
vans on the skin of the chest. Meningitis’ The other child was twenty-three months 
vas diagnosed, and the symptoms which } old; he had been ill two months, suffering 
‘ave since appeared fully confirm that diag- } from loss of spirits, feverishness, and cough 
wis. The stupor has increased, and the }—the prodromic signs attributed by Dr. 
spiration presents a characteristic sign, ; Rilliet to meningitis—the child’s liver was 
‘owards which I beg to direct, very particu- ' very large, descending as low as the pubes. 
arly, your attention. ‘Three and four rapid ; Diarrhoea also existed for two months, and, 
“spirations follow each other, and are im- having ceased four days ago, the child be- 


Published Monthly by LEA & BLANCHARD, Philadelphia, at One Dollar a year, 
‘id sent Graturrousty to all subscribers of the American Journal of the Medical 
“ences, who remit the annual subscription, Five Dollars, in advance. See Prospectus 
“i fullon the Supplement to the Number for February. 

I? In no case will this work be sent unless the money is paid in advance. 

This should pay postage as one newspaper. 

Vor. IV.—6 


ag ghey 



































* 


pia RON ed 


eI gt Ae lage a i. * 
* 


ag 





a ) é 
Re Fe 
= ie 
ay “ a, f 
* Ls ES 
> . 2 . 
Peat ft 
oF he 
3} Se z 
f ge g 
gz 3 
4 
2 E ni a 
1 $3 i 
i : = 
fe ; 
t ; 








eT Oa et, emo ten 
ara ee is 














5A | CLINICS. 


came affected with convulsions and stupor, 
and next morning his arms, feet, and legs 
were «dematous. Is it not evident that the 
symptoms observed during the eight weeks 
which preceded admission, were those of a 
tubercular diathesis, and not the premonitory 
signs of encephalic inflammation? On Sun- 
day, for the first time, spontaneous vomiting 
took place, and on Monday morning we pro- 
duced the meningitic stain by pressure on 
the legs and arms, but we failed in obtaining 
it on the chest and head. ‘The pupils were 
miuch dilated, and paralysis of the levator 
muscle of the eyelid existed; under the cir- 
cumstances we asserted the presence of 
meningitis, and the child having died yester- 
day (‘Thursday), we now present to you the 
anatomical proof of the accuracy of our diag- 
nosis. ‘I'he membranes at the basis of the 
brain are thickened and opaline; tubercular 
granulations are present; the lungs are filled 
with strumous collections, and the liver is in 
a fatty state of degeneration. In order to 
test the value of the macula meningitica, we 
have tried to produce it in the twenty-two 
infants at present in our wards, under treat- 
ment for various complaints, and although 
we pressed forty times the skin of those we 
do not suspect to be affected with meningitis, 
we failed in producing anything but an 
evanescent redness—whereas one or two ap- 
plications of the finger were amply sufficient 
to produce a persisting stain in the case of 
meningitis, in whom, besides a considerable 
degree of sensibility, may be noticed, con- 
tact appearing to produce in them pain, ex- 
pressed by distortion of the features and a 
faint cry. 

In one of the cases of meningitis to which 
we have just directed your attention, you’ 
observed that although the child lived twelve 
days without taking a single particle of food, 
he did not grow thin. This is a very re- | 
markable peculiarity of acute cerebral affee- 
tion of infants. You are aware of the ex- 
treme rapidity with which an infant loses’ 
flesh in acute pulmonary and abdominal dis- 
eases ; and the exception to be made in this ‘ 
respect in favour of brain-fever becomes, ; 
therefore, in doubtful cases, a useful element : 
of diagnosis. Some days since, I was called ° 
upon to visit a child, aged five years, who: 
was suffering from sickness and vomiting. 
The pulse was quick; the skin hot; the 
eyes bright; and the outward appearance | 
much agitated. The little patient had, be- ‘ 
sides, a slight cough, but no stethoscopic : 


sign indicated thoracic disease. All thes 
symptoms might have, therefore, induce 
us to admit the presence of meningiy; 
not the malady lasted three days, durin. 
which the child had certainly Jost pos,. 
founding our negative diagnosis on this aii 
tom, we asserted that brain-fever or mep: 

gitis did not exist, and the next mornine we 
succeeded in finding in the lung the ~~ | 
signs of pneumonia. thin 

truly remarkable, gentlemen, in this fcr. 
the preservation of embonpoint in menineiis 
We do not well see how it can be recone! 
with a pulse maintaining itself at 200, {,, 
eight or ten days, and with the total absence 
of food. It is only one proof more of th 
rupture of the connecting link of the varioy: 
functions in acute meningitis. 

Chronic. Hydrocephalus.—Y ou have seen 
in the wards a large flabby infant, aged fiy, 
months, presenting the outward appearance: 
of health, and affected to a considerable ex. 
tent with chronic hydrocephalus. The etf). 
sion of serum in the ventricular cavities :: 
evidently very abundant; the skin of tly 
head is dragged, and displaced by distension 
to that degree that the brows are carried 
much above the orbit, whilst the eyebal! ‘s 
concealed in a great measure under the inte- 
rior eyelid. We are about trying activ 
treatment in this case, and will, therefore, 
make some few remarks on the pathology 
of this generally fatal disease. 

What is chronic hydrocephalus? —it ts 
probably a modification of the nutrition oi 
the ventricles of the brain, by which ther 
secreting powers are increased, inflammation 
having, according to all probability, little or 
nothing to do with the production of the 
complaint. We have observed lately a case 
which would lead us to divide the subject 
into external and internal hydrocephalus. A 
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child was brought to hospital with an im- 
. ho 
-mense accumulation of serum under the 


pericranium, the bones being perfectly solid 
and well united. Other cases of a similar 
nature have been recorded, and they prese?' 
at first sight some analogy of appearance 


with internal hydrocephalus, from whi 


they must be carefully distinguished. Tl 
origin of these external cysts it is not ver! 
difficult to trace; for the most part they are 
due to fresh irritation having set in, im the 
cysts of cephalematoma, a fact observed 
frequently in the hematic cysts of the breast 
and ovary. Internal hydrocephalus appetrs 
to be only the exaggeration of a naturals 
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in: but almost all the cases die of apo- mense quantity of serum, and died suddenly, 
or epileptic accidents—of meningitis, The bones at the base of the skull had been 
| sometimes of rupture of the basis of the disarticulated by the water, which had met 
.,um from extreme distension. It is very. with an unyielding resistance in the strips of 
_ortant to distinguish hydrocephalus from plaster. This fact has rendered us very gir- 
-ycephalia (Heaven forgive us the word), cumspect in the employment of compression 
- exaggerated development of the brain. in such cases, and we use it only with great 
you will observe in rickety children the caution. In the patient at present in the 
-dto be very large, and the intellect well wards, we will combine its use with the cap- 
veloped; the degree of intelligence does plaster (emplatre ala calotte), from the re- 
_ permit us to believe that in such cases solutive properties of which we may obtain 
“we increased size is due to the presence of some benefit. This plaster is composed of 
wyer, and post-mortem examination has in white and black pitch, vinegar, and flour. 
») instance of the kind shown any cephalic No salts of copper are contained in the plas- 
vreration. We conceive that the develop- , ter used in hospital. We conceive that these 
ment of the brain beyond its usual size is local applications will be assisted in their ac- 
vere due to the softened condition of the tion by the exhibition of a strong infusion of 
ones, observable in those of the skull, as digitalis, and of one-tenth of a grain of calo- 
well as in the limbs. The diagnosis be- mel, daily. — Jed. Times, April 25, and 
‘ween what I am compelled, notwithstanding . May 2. 
ny distaste for new words, to call macro- mem 
-phalia, and hydrocephalus, rests chiefly SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
yon two points—the age of the child, and OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 
‘ne state of his osseous system. Hydro-. Insanityand Quackery.—Who can expect 
epualus is a disease of the very first infancy, that imposture and quackery will meet the 
iid is seldom if ever observed to beginafter proper punishment of their sins, when such 
ve fifth or sixth month of life; the limbs insane puffs as the following, extracted from 
are straight, and the bones healthy; in ex- the advertising columns of The Times, of 
aggerated development of the brain, on the Jan. 17th, are allowed space in influential 
wntrary, the malady never is observed be- public journals? How extravagant is the 
re the second year, because that is also the reliance which the quacks place on the gul- 
verid at which rickets are found to begin; libility of the English public, when such an 
a coincidence amply demonstrated by inspec- absurdity is expected to find geese amongst 
‘on of the limbs. The prognosis of hydro- them for its authors to pluck.—Lancet, 
cephalus is always a sad one; and the treat- March 7, 1846. 
nent proposed against it, although extremely ‘* Tie ACKERLEIAN PuriricaTION of the 
varied, has been constantly unsuccessful. Bones, as liquifying the chilled marrow by 
Calomel in stnall doses, blisters tothe head, flame-light electricity, causing reflow of 
‘neture of iodine externally, purgatives, diu- joint-oil lubrication, for stiffened joints, ossi- 
retics, all the various instruments of thera-. fic gout, rheumatism, cancer’os’ and ulcer’os’ 
reutics, have been tried in their turn, and contractions, without confinement or altera- 
ulhave proved equally unavailable. Pune-. tion of diet. Sun-like expanding, as in plant 
‘ure of the membranes has been frequently | animal physiology, the nervous fibrils—these 
«ssayed; in some cases it has been repeated - respirative tubes being incorporeal for aireal 
‘wo, three, and four times, without any other ; circulation, giving cartilagen’os’ expansion 
sult than that of prolonging life for some _ for sleep.—5, S—— street, Piccadilly. Con- 
*w months. Compression also has been’ sultations 6 to 8 A. M., and 11 to1 P. M.”’ 
‘commended, but requires much prudence | ed 
‘its application; in proof of this assertion I, Difference between the treatment of Legal 
willonly record one instance:—I was con- and Medical Quacks in England.—A man 
‘uted some time since for a case of chronic ’ named Latham was charged with having ob- 
ivdrocephalus, and compression was the tained money under false pretences. It ap- 
2.an T advocated Straps of adhesive plaster peared that the prisoner was consulted by a 
vere fixed round the head, and we were re- , poor person respecting the best method of 
need to find, after one month, that the} re-obtaining goods upon which a distress 


‘ead had not increased in size. Some days ‘had been levied. He represented himself as 
“er, the child lost through his nose an im- , a lawyer, took a fee, and of course failed in 
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56 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


his engagement. There were several charges 
of a similar character against him. In the 
defence, it was urged that the prisoner had 
been clerk to an attorney. The jury returned 
a verdict of guilty, and the prisoner was 
sentenced to be transported for seven years! 

Had this been a medical case, 7. e., an ex- 
tortion of money by an unlicensed person on 
the pretence of his undertaking to cure a 
disease, which it was utterly out of his power 
to accomplish, the result would probably 
have been very different. Indeed, if such 
cases became the subjects of indictments, 
the Borough Courts and every other availa- 
ble court in the kingdom, would, we be- 
lieve, become inconveniently crowded with 
complainants. Whence arises the differ- 
ence? Is legal quackery so much more in- 
jurious to society than medical quackery ?— 
Is it a more serious wrong to an individual 
that he should lose 11. 17s. 6d. in goods and 
chattels by employing a sham lawyer, or 
that he should lose a wife or a child by em- | 
ploying a sham doctor, totally ignorant of 
the art of which he represents himself to be } 
a practitioner? All that can be said is,’ 
lawyers are the parties who substantially 
legislate and adjudicate in both cases; and 
an esprit de metier probably forbids them 
to entertain the supposition, that medical 
quackery can constitute that grievous crime 

against society which the punishment in 

this case shows legal quackery to be. The 

Recorder, in summing up, observed, ‘‘ that 

the charge against the prisoner was one of 
a most serious nature,’’ &c. The editor of 
the Law Times in commenting upon it says, 

‘The evidence in this case proves that the 

race of sham lawyers is a serious public evil. 

They plunder the poor and ignorant. The 
mischiefs to the profession are trifling, com- 
pared with the injury they inflict upon so- 
ciety; so that their suppression is really a 
public duty.” Will not these remarks apply 
with tenfold force to sham doctors ?—Lond. 
Med. Gaz., April, 1846. 

On the necessity for a test of competency 
before a person is allowed to practice Law or, 
Physic.—There are certain important mate! 
ters upon which men are compelled to rely 
upon the knowledge of other men, which’ 
knowledge they cannot measure because | 
they have it not themselves, and a pretender’ 
to which might do irreparable mischief to 
body or estate, before the employer could’ 
possibly ascertain his incapacity. If, for in- 


stance, a tailor be engaged to make q on 
let him be ever so ignorant of his arr. i 
worst that can happen is the spoiling of 
few yards of cloth, and the customer woy's 
prevent further damage by resorting to s, me 
abler craftsman. But if a surgeon or ay «. 
torney be employed without some guarantee 
for knowledge of his duties, the mischieyons 
consequences of his ignorance may not b¢ 
discovered until life was sacrificed in the on. 
case, or property in the other. Therefore. 
to protect the public against the evils of jgno. 
rance, which each individual could not pos. 
sibly ascertain for himself, the ordeal of ay 
examination, previously to permission given 
to practise these professions, has been wisely 
established ; the public testimonial of fitness 
thus relieving each member of the pub. 
from the difficulty of instituting an inquiry 
for his own satisfaction, before he resorts to 
a professor of medicine or of law.—/ux 
Times, Feb. 14. 
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National Medical Convention.—The de- 
legates appointed by various medical socie- 
ties and colleges in the United States, in 
pursuance to the call of the New York State 
Medical Society, assembled in New York, 
at the College of the University of the Ciry 
of N. York, on Tuesday, May 5th. About 
one hundred delegates presented their cre- 
dentials and were admitted to seats in the 
Convention. Seventeen states were repre- 
sented. The session continued for two 
days. The deliberations of the convention 
were conducted with great harmony,—dis- 
turbed indeed only, we think we may say, by 
the feelings excited by the course of the dele- 
gates from the faculty of the University o! 
the City of New York, who endeavoured ix 
limine to dissolve the convention, bya motion 
to adjourn sine die,—and the principal res- 


‘lutions were adopted with entire unanimity. 


The convention was organized by the 
appointment of the following officers: 

President, Dr. J. Kniant, of New Haven. 

Vice Presidents, Dr. Deartein, of New 
York, and Dr. Bett, of Philadelphia. 

Secretaries, Dr. ARNOLD, of Savannah, 
and Dr. Stitie, of Philadelphia. 

The following resolutions were ¥ 
mously adopted : 

Whereas, It has been shown, by expe 
ence, that the association of persons enga3° 
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she same pursuit, facilitates the attain- 

cor of their common objects; therefore, 

Saalead, ‘hat it is expedient for the 

dical profession of the United States to 

came a National Medical Association, 
or the protection of their interests, for the 
»anrenance of their honour and respecta- 
sy. for the advancement of their know- 

_jve, and the extension of their usefulness. 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of seven be 

»inted to report a plan of organization for 
oh an association, at the meeting to be 

din Philadelphia on the first Wednesday 

May, 1847. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be 
soovinted to prepare and issue an address to 
oo different regularly organized societies 
ond chartered medicai schools in the United 
-ates, setting forth the objects of the Na- 
‘onal Medical Association, and inviting 


‘jem to send delegates to a Convention to’ 


e hield in Philadelphia on on the first Wed- 
vesday in May, 1847. 

Resolved, ‘hat it is desirable that a uni- 
orm and elevated standard of requirements 
orthe degree of M. D., should be adopted 
v all the medical schools in the United 
sates, and that a committee of seven be 
cppointed to report on this subject at the 
meeting to be held in Philadelphia on the 
ust Wednesday in May, 1847. 

Resolved, That it is desirable that young 
men, before being received as students of 
medicine, should have acquired a suitable 
‘eiminary education, and that a committee 
‘seven be appointed to report on the stand- 
dof aequirement which should be exacted 
‘sich young men, and to report at the 


neeling to be held on the first Wednesday 
_ worthy members who actually are so Jost to 


in May, 1847. 

Resolved, That it is expedient that the 
medical profession in the United States 
‘wuld be governed by the same code of 
medical ethies, and that a committee of 
ven be appointed to report a code for that 
irpose at the meeting to be held at Phila- 
“phia on the first Wednesday in May, 


wf 
sedi, 


The following resolution was offered, and 
“as referred to a committee of seven to re- 
or Next year: 

Resolved, That the union of the business 
“‘eaching and licensing, in the same hands, 
‘Wrong in principle, and liable to great 
“use in practice. Instead of conferring the 
“it to license on medical colleges, and 
““e and county medical societies, it should 


be restricted to one board in each state. 
composed in a fair proportion of representa- 
tion from the medical colleges and profes- 


sion at large, the pay for whose services as 


examiner, should in no case depend upon the 
number licensed by them. 

Resolutions were also offered and adopted 
for the appointment of a committee to urge 
upon the various state governments the pro- 
priety and necessity of a uniform, simple 
and regular system of registration of births, 
marriages and deaths; and for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to prepare a regular 
and uniform nomenclature of diseases, for 
the guidance of officers in the report and 
registration of deaths under the several dis- 
eases to Which they are attributed. 

The convention will meet next year in 
Philadelphia. 

Suit for an alleged Libel.—At a conve- 
nient period, we shall give some account ot 


‘a suit brought by Dr. 'T’. J. Vaiden, of Ala- 


bama, against Dr. I. Hays, of Philadelphia, 
for an alleged libel contained in a review by 
the latter, inthe No. of this Journal for July, 
1844, of a pamphlet written by the former. 
In the meanwhile, that the profession may 
know the result, we copy the following para- 
graph from our cotemporary, the Bulletin of 
Medical Science, (May, 1846,) and must take 
this opportunity to tender to its editor our 
acknowledgments for the complimentary 
manner in which he notices the eflorts made 
on our pages to unmask and expose the de- 
vices of charlatans, and to protect the pro- 
fession and the public from the most mon- 
strous evil of the day—quackery. 
‘‘Tonching the misdeeds of ‘those un- 


self and professional respect, as to become 
the proprietors of patent medicines or secret 
remedies,’ we shall have something specific 
to sayere long. In the meantime, and until 
we can give an official account of the trial, 
we must not let the present opportunity pass 
without recording the obligations under 
which the profession lies to Dr. Hays, so 
long and advantageously known throughout 
the Union, as the able conductor of the 
American Journal of Medical Sciences, for 
his continued exposure of quackery and 


medical delusions, in the Medical News, of 


which, also, he is editor. In the discharge 
of his duty, in this way, he had occasion to 
animadvert, with point and pungency, on 
the strange and empirical proceedings of a 
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medical practitioner of Alabama, who, save’ We hope all other schools will manifes , 
the mark, is a graduate, also, of the Uni- similar regard for the interests of the pros 
versity of Pennsylvania. ‘This individual, fession, and follow an example so worthy o: 
smarting under the infliction of wholesome imitation. _ 
criticism, in a sudden fit of dignity, and sen- — 
sitiveness to professional reputation, brought Association of Medical Superintendents 
suit in one of our courts against Dr. Hays, of American Institutions for the Insane — 
for libel. The case was argued ably by’ ‘The second meeting of this association was 
counsel on both sides; and afier a charge held at Washington on Monday, May 1\:\, 
from the judge, sustaining entirely the de-, Nearly every hospital and asylum for the 
fendant, Dr. Hays, the jury gave a verdict: insane in the United States is said to have 
accordingly ; and, thus, both by judicial ex- ; been represented. 
position of law and popular opinion fretn the ’ -_— 
jury-box, the cause of sound ethics, and of, FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 
philosophical medicine, is, for the nonce at;  Schoenlein on the state of the Fluids in 
Acute Rheumatism. —In rheumatism jo: 
only the urine, but other secretions, also, as 
The Credit System in Medical Schools.—. the perspiration, and even the matter of an 
(The following remarks © this subject from | abscess or ulcer, are found to contain an ex- 
the Western Lancet (May, . ‘5), are wholly cess of acid matter. In one of Schoenlein's 
just, and we rejoice to learntha © ¢ Transyl- patients, the surface of an ulcer was observed 


AAA 


least, clearly sustained.”’ 


vania School has determined to lish the ° to be covered with a layer of genuine crys- 
credit system, and unite in the hope —_* the. taline matter during the course of one night. 
schools will follow the example. ] ' We have good reason, therefore, to believe 


We are fully satisfied that an influer. — that lithic acid exists in the blood; for we 
extremely detrimental to the profession, has inow that it is present in much greater 
grown out of the custom of granting credit quantity than usual in the urine, and also in 
in medical schools. The object in adopting the matter of perspiration; it has also been 
this course is, to secure a large class, per- found in the contents of rheumatic abscesses. 
haps for the purpose of out-numbering a rival. — Wed. Chir. Review. 
school; and the consequence is, that all who — 
present themselves, wholly irrespective of Application of Leeches.—The following 
merit or qualifications, are duly enrolled as‘ method of facilitating the application of 
medical students, and their names go out to; leeches is recommended by Dr. Reim. Let 
the world swelling the catalogue of some the leeches be put into a bottle filled with 
highly flourishing school. The success of good fresh beer, leaving them there until 
such pupils operates as an incentive to; they seem to become lively. After they 
others to engage in the study, seeing that it, have been allowed to remain in this state 
is so cheap; and many a one who either, for a few seconds, withdraw them from the 
has no occupation, or who may be too indo-! liquid and immediately apply them. The 
lent to follow a mechanical pursuit, forthwith ; process is almost infallible; even very feeble 
doffs his humbler business, and unites in‘ leeches, and which have lately been used, 
swelling the Asculapian throng. In this; fasten as well as if they were employed for 
way the profession becomes thronged with | the first time.—Gaz. Med. de Paris. 
practitioners, of every grade, and all parties, — 
even those favoured with the gratuity, are’ New method of preparing Lactate of Iron. 
ultimately injured. It is true, some merito-’ —M. Leracr recommends the following 
rious men will be found unable to pay; but! process as more expeditious and as yielding 
there can be no doubt, that the indiscrimi- ) more satisfactory results than the old metho¢. 
nate admission of pupils into medical schools, Lactate of iron 100 parts; boiling water 9" 
is not only an act of injustice to those who. parts; dissolve and filter. 
do pay. but also tends directly to degrade’ Next dissolve 68 parts of pure erystalized 
the profession. We are gratified, therefore, sulphate of iron, in 500 parts of distilled 
to state, that Transylvania Medical School water, and filter. Mix the two solutions " 

has determined, by formal resolution, to a flask, and slightly acidulate the liquid wi" 
abolish, entirely, the credit system; and. lactic acid. ‘The decomposition may be 
these resolutions will be strictly adhered to. aided by a gentle heat, and when this 1s 
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amplished, the liquid may be filtered to 
_oarate the sulphate of lime, and afterwards 
ody evaporated in an iron or porcelain 
ae], Uf the latter be used, some iron 

» yas must be added. When its bulk is 
wduced one half, it may bé again filtered 

and allowed to crystalize. ‘The mother- 
water decanted and carefully evaporated, 

yj vield a fresh crop of crystals. ‘The 
crystals may be collected ona funnel, washed 

wih a little alcohol, and dried on blotting 
oper. ‘The salt thus obtained is quite white, 

vod its solution in distilled water is not 
afected either by nitrate of barytes or oxa- 
‘ve ofammonia.— Gaz. Médicale, Feb. 1846. 
Medicine in China.—In the summer of 

\*]5, there was a great deal of illness at 
Je-hol, and the emperor became apprehen- 
sve that it might be the plague. He there- 
wre ordered all the physicians at his court to 
visit the sick singly, and to draw up a sepa- 
rite report of each case, pointing out the 
remedies required. All the Europeans at 
Je-hol, as well as two Jamas, who had the 
reputation of being well acquainted with the 
medical science, received the same command 
‘rom his majesty. We all went our rounds; 
\ut we Europeans, not being physicians, re- 
tised to prescribe remedies. ‘he manda- 
rns, however, insisted on our conforming 
to the imperial will; and when my turn 
came, after vainly protesting my ignorance 
0! medicine, I allowed the words to escape 
me that | knew what to prescribe for those 
sulering from costiveness. Upon this, they 
pressed me eagerly to name the remedy; 
and I told them of a mechanical one, which, 


on being explained to the emperor, amused | 


hisimperial majesty amazingly. What rather 
astonished me on this occasion was, to hear 
‘ue two lamas talk, with clearness and pro- } 
prety, about the circulation of the blood, 
ind the animaleules engendered when it is 
impalred.—From Father Ripa’s Residence 
at the Court of Pekin. 

Vegetable and Animal Food.—We learn 
‘roma late No. of the Gazette Médicale, that 
‘very economical application has been made 
“the recent discoveries in organic chemis- 
ty, by the substitution of a vegetable for an 
‘imal diet in hospitals. Some enterprising 
‘rench chemist has lately announced that 
“eans and peas contain more gelatin, fibrin 


and A ‘ » 
md fat, (!) and in general a greater amount 


‘ Rutriment, than beef, veal, and mutton! 


The authorities of the hospital at Avignon, 
acting upon this view, and with the most 
anxious solicitude for the well-being of the 
patients, have cut them off from the debili- 
tating diet of mutton and beef; and, upon 
chemical principles, have ordered them a 
more stimulating and nutritious kind of food, 
in the shape of beans and peas! ‘The pre- 
sence of a large quantity of fat in these 
vegetables has also enabled them to reduce 
materially the consumption of olive oil! 
Strange as it may appear to those ac- 
quainted with modern chemical doctrines, 
and the accuracy of analyses, the patients 
have most ungratefully and unteelingly ob- 
jected to the change. An anti-leguminous 
spirit has sprung up among them, and they 
persist in declining to be fed upon chemical 
theory. With the plain facts before them, 
that chemistry has proved that animal and 
vegetable substances contain identical pro- 
teinaceous compounds, they are unreasona- 
ble enough to declare that they preter mut- 
ton and beef! How the matter will end it is 
impossible to say, but we are informed, that 
in spite of the watchfulness of the hospital 
attendants, the anti-leguminous party have 
actually succeeded in privately smuggling 
into the institution those provisions which 
have been denounced as deficient in nutritive 
matter.—Lond. Med. Gaz., April, 1946. 


Puerperal Fever.— Every female delivered 
at the Hopital de la Maternité of Bourdeaux, 
during the month of October last, was at- 
tacked with metro-peritonitis; and nearly 
half the cases terminated fatally.— Gazette 
Med. de Paris, Jan. 3, 1846. 


Petrifaction of Animal Substances.—The 
Abbé Barpacont, conservator of the Mu- 
seum of Natural History of Sienna, has in- 


> vented a new process for petrifying anima! 
‘substances. It consistsin keeping for a long 
‘time, the substance to be petrified, in a 


saturated solution of twelve parts of bi-chlo- 
ruret of mercury and one or two parts of 
chlorhydrate of ammonia. The chlorhydrate 
of ammonia seems to determine the petrifac- 


tion; and the inventor attributes to this salt 


the property the solution possesses of pre- 
serving the natural colour of the organs. 

M. Baldaconi has sent to the Academy of 
Sciences of Paris, a dog’s liver perfectly 
petrified, and of its natural form and colour. 
— Med. Gaz. de Paris, Jan. 10, 1846. 
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Purification of Dissecting- hooms.— Dr. 
Sccqvuer has communicated to the Acad. Sei. 
of Paris aninteresting memoir on this subject. 

Dissecting-rooms have been hitherto de- 
plorable centres of infection, ‘The noxious 
emanations from putrescent organic matter 
have not only rendered the neighbourhood 
of anatomical theatres an intolerable nuisance 
to the inhabitants, but have every day com- 
promised the health, and occasionally en- 
dangered the lives of those engaged in the 
practical pursuits of science. Few members 
of the medical profession have not had to 


watch anxiously the sick-bed of a friend, . 


wounded at the dissecting-table, or dying of 
a typhus produced by too zealous attendance 
at the anatomical school. ‘I'he warmest feel- 
ings of gratitude are, therefore, undoubtedly 
due by the profession, to those who, like: Dr. 
Sucquet, endeavour to diminish the risks in- 
curred in the acquirement of praciical know- 
ledge. Many attempts have been made to 
ward off the dangers and sufferings to which 
all medical men are more or less exposed, 
and which the public dees not always take 
into sufficient consideration; but hitherto the 
methods proposed have been rejected, either 
because, like the injection cf alum, corrosive 
sublimate, and pyroligneous acid, they 
change the colour and aspect of the tissues 
in such a manner as to render their discrimi- 
nation extremely difficult, if not altogether 
impossible ; or because, like arsenical pre- 
parations, their use is not without some de- 
gree of danger. Most of the substances 
hitherto employed were also open to ene 
very great reproach, that of blunting and 
otherwise injuring the instruments of dissec- 
tion. Dr. Sucquet’s plan has now been for 
three months in full operation at the Ecole 
Pratique de Médecine in Paris, and has 
effected the most complete and beneficial 
change in the state of the place. The pa- 
vilions were formerly, as all medical gen- 
tlemen who have visited Paris can testify, 
in a most filthy condition. The emanations 
were perfectly intolerable, even to the most 
inured anatomists, who often preferred pro- 


secuting their practical studies at great ex: ' 


pense of time and money in the far-distant, 
but well-ventilated, theatres of Clamart, to 
exposing their health, and perhaps endanger- 
ing their lives, in the pestilential atmosphere 
of the official school of dissection. Thanks 
to Dr. Sucquet, the aspect of the Ecole Pra- 
tique is now altogether changed. The rooms 
present no appreciable odour; they can be 
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heated to a proper degree, and subjects ay 
preserved a much longer time than here), 
fore, without manifesting any signs whatey:- 
of putrefaction ; in fact, the problem seem: 
to be solved in the most satistactory manne: 
These results are due to the use of two se. 
stances—the hyposulphate of soda and ti 
chloride of zinc. ‘The first is a transparey: 
inodorous fluid, marking 18++0 by Beaume’s 
areumeter ; its reaction is neutral. and it 
obtained by passing sulphurous acid throug) 
a concentrated solution of carbonate of soda. 
One gallon (4 litres) of this liquid injected 
into one of the carotids, into the brachial or 
popliteal arteries, completely arrest duriny 
thirty or forty days the progress of decay, 
and renders the subject fitter for injection of 
the vascular system. Within three months 
no less than two hundred subjects have been 
thus prepared, with the most unvarying and 
beneficial results. ‘The chloride of zinc en- 
joys even more powerful antiseptic proper- 
ties than the hyposulphate of soda; itis 2 
colourless liquid, marking-+- 40 by Beaume’s 
areometer, and is obtained by the saturation 
of muriatic acid with zine filings. The 
abandoned and uncovered parts of the bo- 
dies are washed with this preparation, and 
the mest fetid remains are instantly rendered 
-inodorous by its contact. Even those which 
testify by their greenish hue an advanced 
_state of decomposition, are instantaneous!y 
restored, and after a few moments recover 
their proper colour. The first-mentioned 
salt is supposed to act by the absorption of 
oxygen—an active cause of putrefaction— 
for the formation of sulphurous acid. The 
second, by the coagulation of all the soluble 
organic matter susceptible of putrefaction, 
, which it changes into a compound insolubie 
; and imputrescible even under water, and at 
‘a temperature of 15 or 20 centig. (60° or «" 
‘Fahr.) This great reform—this invaluabi¢ 
‘boon conferred upon the profession, for suc 
we must consider it—is due to Dr. Sucquet s 
researches, promoted and encouraged by the 
‘illustrious dean of the faculty of Paris. 
Obituary Record.—Died, April 2d, * 
‘Dublin, Grorce Green, M. D., Queens 
‘ Prof. of the Practice of Medicine. 

;——, Feb. 2d, at the early age of 26, Jouy 
,Jones Davies, M. D., Lecturer in Mr. 
Dermott’s School of Medicine. 

—, Feb. 12th, Geo. Wa. Lerevae, M.D. 
‘late Physician to the British Embassy a °* 
. Petersburgh. 
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